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By-FRANK SUTHERLAND 
Tenr.sssecn Sic/j 

I^rr/ L. Burriss discovered as a public affairs officer for the U. S. Air 
Feres that the geverameat might bavs a dual standard for allowing 
claasified Information to be printed — one for “friendiy" publications 
and another for “non-frierds.'’ 


■^ 0 '^’ an instructor at Middle 
Tennessee State University. Bup 
riss is writing his dcctcrol thesis 
about government policy toward 
tnedia that publish classified ma- 
terial. and he finds himself in both 


a bureaucratic and a financial 


bind. 

Burriss has run into his own 
roadbicefe with the Department of 
Justice and th e CIA. 

Ke is atiethpung to use the 


r .'eedc.m cf Laformation .^.c: to r 
search those agencies' files about 
newspapers. He wants to icnow 
whet-her the govemme.ut has in- 
vestigaced. prosecuted, harassed 
<jr stonewalled newspapers con- 
sidering die publication of classi- 
fied infermation. 

iMSTE.\D OF Information, 
though, Burriss has run into obsta- 
cles: runarounds frQni.;.govem- 
mect bursaucras and ddir/iCds 
fcT large fees ju.st to conduct a 
ssarca for the files he wants. And 
evc-n if he pays for the search, die 
..documents .he waais still are su^ 
ject to governmental censorship 
and an expensive duplicnticg fee. 

Burriss was told by the gevem- 
ment that his reseirch. which he 
plans to use In a beck, was not 0 * 
benefit to the geaeral public. 
Hence, he was told. large s-earch 


However. Burriss ciau 


'what he wishes to lea 




that 

Via 1 -« 


the public interest if the 
lions he seeks to uncover were 
conducted for the benefit 0? ihe 
public. Thus he is seskr.g to bS'- e 
the search fees waived. And, os a 
Iasi resort he may go to court. 

•Ti they .have conducted i-'-*- *• 
aa:io;as. ostensibly for the puc . 
ihc-n the pubilc ought to kr.-. v 
Bums smd. 

... , - i - l.-. 

. V .ir-; 


tioo of classifsd information. He 
was -told the bill for the .search 
would be $592, with no guarantee 
that' the search would uaco'»er 

aaythingl — ’ t 

Burriss also wrote the CIA as*- 
ing for information on four news- 
papers. The CIA responded that 
this search would cost him $100 
per newspaper, or S400 — a 
rather fOTmicuble sum. to come up 
with on his i.'.strrc'.cr s icuiry. 

These no etper.e.-.res .'rrstrat- 
ed Burriss, fer ce bad oLarmed 
much mere e:t-e.-.=:ve research 
iiiord. 


'le cannoc 
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Burriss iias sought iisi? from &is 
cnivarsity, his cca5ra5sma.n sad 
joumaiism orgamjstions but 
"ncr.e has bae-b ama to provide fi- 
nancial or legal suepert. • 

“A COURT fight could be ex- 
pemi -'e. aad. at s-ome p-oint, I have 
*0 s'-ifhe moreyJer coun fees,** 
Bufriri s-iid. “I prefer to fight it 

nut 0 VC** pr:mp.e> .cw*e* than 
0* chey waive ^^.e 
feo-ifLars cne best rssalt oi all, 
bat it Icolt UKe they are 


3'. • ' le w; firsthand how the 
Du :r. . -1 d c p rt-viea: and the gov- 
era .'i': ■vc-'k tu delay or 'sUi 

r.s'« so V-' r and television stories,. 
ThK i w-oi Bu^’riss' iob with 
tha .\ir Ftr'm. 

•v'u; : m •awipips.'S ail 
<;•“ -i-e "r.l :-i.< mam not to ran 
3ur.*^s; 'ia.'i- 'M*/ suoert- 
f-rs r.'i.iiiy dien't un.deritahd how 
jie medl:'. 'verk. and t’ney often or- 
ms '.0 S-Crisi, I ti.ed to 
errpiam: that things cid.u’c work 
that wm''. But I still went to see the 
and owners.” 

' *a*a 5 a captain in Air 

F-'-ce Public AJfairs b 1375 w-hea 
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